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July 10, 2018  

 

Karen Ross, Secretary  
California Department of Food and Agriculture  

 and  

The Honorable Board of Supervisors, County of Imperial  

Supervisor Raymond òRayó Castillo, Chairman, District 5 

Supervisor John R. Renison, District 1  

Supervisor Luis A. Plancarte, District 2  
Supervisor Michael W. Kelley, District 3  

Supervisor Ryan E. Kelley, District 4  

 

I am pleased to present the 2017 Imperial County Agricultural Crop and Livestock 

Report in accordance with the requirements of Section 2279 of the California Food 
and Agricultural Code. This report summarizes the estimated acreage, yield, and 

gross value of Imperial Countyõs agricultural production for the 2017 calendar year. 

Also included is a report on sustainable agriculture pursuant to Section 2272 of the 

California Food and Agricultural Code.  

 

The values presented in this report represent the gross value for products and do not 
reflect the cost of production, marketing, storage, or transportation. No attempt is 

made to reflect the net income, profit, or loss to producers.  

 

Gross production for 2017 was valued at $2,065,600,000. This is an increase of 

$2,386,000 (0.12%) compared to the 2016 gross value of $2,063,214,000. The 
increase was mainly due to an increase in some winter vegetable prices. Cabbage, 

cauliflower and particularly leaf lettuce had much higher prices. The miscellaneous 

certified and non -certified seed category also saw an increase in harvested acres.  

 

Cattle ranked as our #1 commodity with a gross value of $387,170,000 despite a 

decrease of 3.36% from 2016. This was due to a 5% decrease in market price. Leaf 
Lettuce moved from #3 in 2016 to #2 and Head Lettuce from #6 in 2016 to #4 in 

2017 mainly due to better market prices. Sugar beets moved from #12 in 2016 to #10 

in 2017.  

 

In 2017, there was a decrease of 2,792 total harvested acres, down 0.52% from 2016. 
Although the Field, Vegetable & Melon Crop categories saw a decrease in harvested 

acres, a significant increase in harvested acres occurred in the Fruit and Nut Crops 

and Seed and Nursery Products categories. Sudan showed the largest increase in 

harvested acres, up 11.7% with an increase of 5,064 acres.  

 

Thank you to all the growers, processors, industry groups, and agencies who 
provided the information and statistics for this report; your help in this effort is truly 

appreciated. In addition, I would like to express my appreciation to all of the 

members of my staff for their continued hard work and dedication and particularly to 

Sandra Mendivil, Special Projects Coordinator, for her work in compiling this annual 

report.  
 

Sincerely,  

 

 

 

 
Carlos Ortiz  

Agricultural Commissioner  

Sealer of Weights and Measures  
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Carlos Ortiz 
Agricultural Commissioner 

Sealer of Weights & Measures 
 

Jolene Dessert 
Asst. Agricultural Commissioner 

Asst. Sealer of Weights & Measures 

Office of the 

Agricultural Commissioner 

Sealer of Weights & Measures 

(442) 265-1500 ǐ fax: (760) 353-9420 

agcom@co.imperial.ca.us 

852 Broadway, El Centro, CA 92243 

http://www.co.imperial.ca.us/ag/ 



   Changes in  Changes in 

Gross Value  Harvested Acres Gross Harvested  

Category 2016 2017 2016 2017 Value Acres 

Livestock    $468,176,000 $452,708,000 -3.30% 

Field Crops 333,762 326,667 -2.13% $381,181,000 $365,819,000 -4.03% 

Vegetable & Melon Crops 133,593 128,769 -3.61% $1,006,345,000 $1,018,764,000 1.23% 

Fruit & Nut Crops 9,443 10,209 8.11% $80,098,000 $85,186,000 6.35% 

Seed & Nursery Crops 65,266 73,627 12.81% $123,057,000 $137,286,000 11.56% 

Apiary Products    $4,357,000 $5,837,000 33.97% 

Total 542,063 539,272 -0.52% $2,063,214,000 $2,065,600,000 0.12% 

2017 Production Summary 

Total harvested acres include multiple cropping on individual fields throughout the year. 

Rank 
2017 

Commodity 
2017 Gross 

Value 
Rank 
2016 

1 Cattle $387,170,000 1 

2 Leaf Lettuce $217,717,000 3 

3 Alfalfa $148,879,000 2 

4 Head Lettuce $116,612,000 6 

5 Broccoli $94,806,000 5 

6 Spinach $84,450,000 7 

7 Onion $79,069,000 4 

8 Alfalfa Seed $75,433,000 8 

9 Carrots $55,029,000 10 

10 Sugar Beets $53,599,000 12 

Agricultural Production Areas 
Imperial County has three areas of production: 

Imperial Valley, Bard/Winterhaven & Palo Verde 

  

2017 Total County Farmable Acres 

Imperial County 455,461 

Bard/Winterhaven 14,673 

Palo Verde 7,728 

Total 477,862 

Top 10 Commodities 
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Crop Grouping Values 



Year Livestock Field Crops Vegetable &  Melon Fruit & Nut Crops Seed & Nursery Apiary Products 

2017 $452,708,000 $365,819,000 $1,018,764,000 $85,186,000 $137,286,000 $5,837,000 

2016  $468,176,000   $381,181,000   $1,006,345,000   $80,098,000   $123,057,000   $4,357,000  

2015  $502,065,000   $422,319,000   $805,021,000   $83,277,000   $107,673,000   $4,779,000  

2014  $410,512,000   $530,849,000   $723,260,000   $95,909,000   $93,818,000   $4,441,000  

2013  $617,371,000   $470,461,000   $865,401,000   $100,019,000   $100,557,000   $4,708,000  

2012  $483,833,000   $587,977,000   $718,219,000   $85,154,000   $67,432,000   $3,144,000  

2011  $403,880,000   $518,257,000   $903,959,000   $64,237,000   $68,877,000   $4,877,000  

2010  $321,022,000   $360,139,000   $809,126,000   $51,294,000   $52,952,000   $4,001,000  

2009  $690,311,000   $312,544,000   $343,201,000   $47,765,000   $55,577,000   $3,562,000  

2008  $675,242,000   $482,588,000   $398,789,000   $37,342,000   $86,789,000   $3,772,000  

California Agricultural Statisticsú2016 
$Yda^gjfaY "_ja[mdlmjYd 4lYlakla[k Yj] [gehad]\ YffmYddq ^jge $gmflq "_ja[mdlmjYd $geeakkagf]j $jgh 3]hgjlk 
× *f âàáæ· *eh]jaYd $gmflq jYfc]\ ßé gml g^ åè $Yda^gjfaY $gmfla]k oal` Y _jgkk nYdm] g^ Y_ja[mdlmjYd hjg\m[lagf Yl 
ýâ·àæã·âáä·àààº 
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Z]]lk¸ ßá hjg\m[]j g^ Yd^Yd^Y `Yq· gfagfk· o`]Yl· ko]]l [gjf· Yd^Yd^Y k]]\· Yf\ 4m\Yf `Yq¸ Yf\ Yegf_ l`] lgh ³n] 
hjg\m[]jk g^ [YǓd] Yf\ [Ydn]k· d]Ǔm[]· Zjg[[gda· [Yjjglk· []d]jq· [Ymda^dgo]j· khafY[`· hglYlg]k· [YflYdgmh]k· oYl]je]dgf· 
k`]]h Yf\ dYeZk· kYdY\ _j]]fk· _jYh]^jmal· \Yl]k Yf\ `gf]q\]o e]dgfkº 
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Comparison of Valuation of Major Groups During the Past Ten Years 



    Production 

      Value  

Item Year Head Unit Gain Total Gain Unit Per Unit Gross Value 

Cattle (Feedlot) 2017 344,937 10.05 3,467,192 Cwt $111.67 $387,170,000 

 2016 337,286 10.06 3,394,630 Cwt $118.01 $400,614,000 

Sheep (Feeders) 2017 60,000 0.53 31,620 Cwt $136.05 $4,302,000 

 2016 62,000 0.54 33,700 Cwt $136.11 $4,587,000 

Sheep (Wool) 2017 60,000 4.60 276,000 Lbs. $1.26 $347,000 

 2016 62,000 6.60 409,200 Lbs. $1.50 $614,000 

Aquatic Products 2017      $10,494,000 

(Fish & Algae) 2016      $12,298,000 

Misc. Livestock 2017      $50,395,000 

 2016      $50,063,000 

Total 2017      Value $452,708,000 

Total 2016      Value $468,176,000 

Misc. Livestock may include: Calves, Replacement Cattle, Dairy Animals, Milk, Manure/Compost, California Mid-Winter Fair & Fiesta Show 
Animals. 
Cwt = 100 Pounds 

Livestock 

Apiary Products 
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     Production 

   Yield   Value  

Crop Year Hives Per Hive Total Units Unit Per Unit Gross Value 

Honey 2017 26,176 10.18 266,404 Lbs. $1.88 $500,000 

 2016 17,312 16.13 279,193 Lbs. $1.63 $456,000 

Wax 2017 8,200 0.76 6,259 Lbs. $3.55 $22,000 

 2016 14,150 1.69 23,900 Lbs. $3.81 $91,000 

Pollination 2017 86,520   Colony $61.43 $5,315,000 

 2016 62,591   Colony $60.87 $3,810,000 

Total for 2017      Value $5,837,000 

Total for 2016      Value $4,357,000 



    Production 

  Harvested Yield   Value  

Crop Year Acres Per Acre Total Unit Per Unit Gross Value 

Alfalfa Hay 2017 151,620 6.06 918,768 Ton $162.04 $148,879,000 

 2016 154,861 7.19 1,114,002 Ton $133.68 $148,915,000 

Bermuda Grass Hay 2017 52,101 6.50 338,825 Ton $149.43 $50,632,000 

 2016 50,704 7.89 399,959 Ton $135.28 $54,107,000 

Cotton (Lint)1/ 2017 3,109 4.32 13,432 Bale $397.75 $5,343,000 

 2016 2,004 3.90 7,817 Bale $356.79 $2,789,000 

Cotton (Seed) 2017   4,653 Ton $181.20 $843,000 

 2016   2,722 Ton $155.39 $423,000 

Klein Grass Hay 2017 14,510 8.45 122,624 Ton $169.00 $20,723,000 

 2016 14,590 10.00 145,900 Ton $164.94 $24,065,000 

Pastured Crops2/ 2017 38,509   Acre $34.12 $1,314,000 
 2016 36,834   Acre $36.87 $1,358,000 

Straw (Baled) 2017   140,151 Ton $36.65 $5,136,000 

 2016   104,512 Ton $37.35 $3,904,000 

Sudan Grass Hay 2017 48,331 5.62 271,637 Ton $175.88 $47,776,000 

 2016 43,267 5.66 244,805 Ton $150.00 $36,721,000 

Sugar Beets 2017 24,929 45.07 1,123,667 Ton $47.70 $53,599,000 

 2016 24,634 44.75 1,102,333 Ton $46.93 $51,732,000 

Wheat 2017 23,441 3.21 75,324 Ton $223.90 $16,865,000 

 2016 33,685 3.21 108,129 Ton $287.12 $31,046,000 

Misc. Field Crops 2017 8,626     $14,709,000 

 2016 10,017     $26,121,000 

Total 2017 Acres 326,667    Value $365,819,000 

Total 2016 Acres 333,762    Value $381,181,000 

Misc. Field Crops may include: Barley, Field Corn, Mixed Grasses, Oat, Ryegrass, Safflower, Sesbania, Sorghum Grain, Sorghum Silage, Sugar Beet 
Pulp, Sugar Beet Molasses, Sugarcane, Triticale 
1/Cotton Bales = 500 Pounds 
2/Pastured Crops are pastured once and the acreage is not included in the total and may include: Alfalfa, Bermuda Grass, Permanent Pasture 

Field Crops 
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