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September 24, 2019
Karen Ross, Secretary
California Department of Food and Agriculture

and
The Honorable Board of Supervisors Ryan E. Kelley, Chairman
County of Imperial Jesus E. Escobar Luis A. Plancarte

Michael W. Kelley Raymond Castillo

and

County Executive Officer Tony Rouhotas, Jr.

County of Imperial

| am pleased to present the 2018 Imperial County Agricultural Crop and Livestock Report in accordance with the

requirements of Section 2279 of the California Food and Agricultural Code. This report summarizes the estimated

acreage, yield, and gross value of I mperial County®6s agricul
is a report on sustainable agriculture pursuant to Section 2272 of the California Food and Agricultural Code.

The values presented in this report represent the gross value for products and do not reflect the cost of production,
marketing, storage, or transportation. No attempt is made to reflect the net income, profit, or loss to producers.

Gross production for 2018 was valued at $2,226,031,000. This is an increase of $160,431,000 (7.77%) compared to the
2017 gross value of $2,065,600,000. The increase was mainly due to an increase in some field crop prices as well as
livestock prices. Alfalfa and Bermuda hay had higher prices. The increase in number and price for cattle also
contributed to the increase.

Cattle ranked as our #1 commodity with a gross value of $469,832,000 which is an increase of 21.35% from 2017. This
was due to a 9.91% increase in number of head and 8.03% increase in market price. Alfalfa moved from #3 in 2017 to
#2 and Bermuda grass from #11 in 2017 to #7 in 2018 mainly due to better market prices and increase in harvested
acres.

In 2018, there was a decrease of 2,080 total harvested acres, down 0.39% from 2017. Seed and Nursery Products saw a
significant decrease in harvested acres, down 27.97%. Bermuda Grass seed showed the largest decrease of harvested
acres, down 57.32% with a decrease of 11,934 acres. Field Crops, Vegetable & Melon Crops and Fruit & Nut Crops saw
a slight increase in harvested acres.

Thank you to all the growers, processors, industry groups, and agencies who provided the information and statistics for

this report; your help in this effort is truly appreciated. In addition, | would like to express my appreciation to all of th e
members of my staff for their continued hard work and dedication and particularly to Sandra Mendivil, Special Projects
Coordinator, and Cynthia Paz, Agricultural Biologist Ill, for their work in compiling this annual report.

Sincerely,

/

Carlos Ortiz
Agricultural Commissioner
Sealer of Weights and Measures
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2018 PRODUCTION SUMMARY

Changes in Changes in

Harvested Acres Harvested Gross Value Gross
Category 2017 2018 Acres 2017 2018 Value
Livestock $452,708,000 $532,130,000 17.54%
Field Crops 326,667 341,229 4.46% $365,819,000 $507,849,000 38.83%
Vegetable & Melon Crops 128,769 132,604 2.98% $1,018,764,000 $984,472,000 -3.37%
Fruit & Nut Crops 10,209 10,328 1.17% $85,186,000 $83,909,000 -1.50%
Seed & Nursery Crops 73,627 53,031 -27.97% $137,286,000 $109,210,000 -20.45%
Apiary Products $5,837,000 $8,461,000 44.95%
Total 539,272 537,192 -0.39% $2,065,600,000 $2,226,031,000 7.77%

Total harvested acres include multiple cropping on individual fields throughout the year.

Top Ten Commodities

Rank 2018 Commodity 2018 Gross Value  Rank 2017
1 Cattle $469,832,000 1
2 Alfalfa $218,455,000 3
3 Leaf Lettuce $122,627,000 2
4 Head Lettuce $115,162,000 4
5 Broccoli $100,982,000 5
6 Onion $98,644,000 7
7 Bermuda Grass $95,489,000 11
8 Spinach $84,291,000 6
9 Alfalfa Seed $68,459,000
10 Carrots $61,296,000

Agricultural Production Areas

Imperial County has three areas of production:
Imperial Valley, Bard/Winterhaven & Palo Verde

2018 Total County Farmable Acres *

Imperial Valley 456,262
Bard/Winterhaven 14,782
Palo Verde 7,794
Total 478,838

*Obtained from Imperial Irrigation District, Palo Verde Water District and Bard Water District Reports
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TEN YEAR COMPARISON OF MAJOR GROUPS
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Year Livestock Field Crops Fruit & Nut Crops Apiary Products
Crops Products

2018 $532,130,000 $507,849,000 $984,472,000 $83,909,000 $109,210,000 $8,461,000
2017 $452,708,000 $365,819,000 $1,018,764,000 $85,186,000 $137,286,000 $5,837,000
2016 $468,176,000 $381,181,000 $1,006,345,000 $80,098,000 $123,057,000 $4,357,000
2015 $502,065,000 $422,319,000 $805,021,000 $83,277,000 $107,673,000 $4,779,000
2014 $410,512,000 $530,849,000 $723,260,000 $95,909,000 $93,818,000 $4,441,000
2013 $617,371,000 $470,461,000 $865,401,000 $100,019,000 $100,557,000 $4,708,000
2012  $483,833,000 $587,977,000 $718,219,000 $85,154,000 $67,432,000 $3,144,000
2011  $403,880,000 $518,257,000 $903,959,000 $64,237,000 $68,877,000 $4,877,000
2010 $321,022,000 $360,139,000 $809,126,000 $51,294,000 $52,952,000 $4,001,000
2009 $690,311,000 $312,544,000 $343,201,000 $47,765,000 $55,577,000 $3,562,000



IMPERIAL COUNTY FARM BURERU

For over a century, the Imperial County
Farm Bureau has advocated on behalf
of the | mperi al
community. Our
founding all started on December 18,
1915, when over 1,200 people from all
over the Imperial Valley journeyed to
Brawley for a meeting to form the
Imperial County Farm Bureau. This
endeavor was led by W.E. Wills of
Brawley, Walter E. Packard of the
Meloland experiment station, and A.M.
Nelson of El Centro. At the time, cities
had formed commercial clubs and
chambers of commerce to promote the
civic, industrial, and social welfare of

the urban population, but there was a
need for an organization that would
represent the interests of the rural and
agricultural citizens of the Imperial
Valley. At this first meeting, the
preliminary plans were laid for an
organization that would do just that,
the Imperial County Farm Bureau.

By March of the following year, all of
the plans were finalized and the
organization that has grown to play
such a huge role for agriculture in the
Imperial Valley was up and running.
The Farm Bureau played a unique role
in the agricultural community; it acted

Val
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By Brea Mohamed, Executive Director

FARM
BUREAU

as a rural chamber of commerce, a
social gathering place, and an
educational organization where one
could learn about agricultural
experiments from the USDA and UC
Cooperative Extension.

Since the
county -wide, fourteen local
associations, called farm centers, were
formed, including Acacia, Mt. Signal,

_ Heber, Verde, Eastside, Meloland,

Eucalyptus, Seeley, Magnolia,

' Westmoreland, Mesquite Lake, La
' Vern, Silsbee, and South Fern. Each
| % farm center had its own set of officers

and usually met monthly at the country

schoolhouse in that area. Meetings
- typically included demonstrations and

<

talks from the farm advisor, home
department, USDA, University of
California experiment station, public
officials, and many others.

IMPERIAL
COUNTY

Farm center meetings were a family
affair; they would provide the
opportunity to socialize with others in
your area, and there would often times
be entertainment like music or movies.
The presidents of each farm center
would act as a director of the Imperial
County Farm Bureau and represent the
specific needs of their farm center at
the county -wide meetings. Even in its
early years, Farm Bureau discussed a
diverse array of issues, including pest
eradication, farm loans, disease control,
irrigation problems, and many other
topics. The Farm Bureau was not
hesitant to let its unified voice be
heard. Today, we no longer have farm

Farm Bure Q:éhl%@ asiinfipfolefmentd i S

transportation enable members from
throughout the Imperial Valley to
gather much easier. Our current thirty
member board of directors is from all
over the Imperial Valley and represents
the diverse agriculture industry we
have here.

In its early years, when dairies could be
found all over the Imperial Valley,
Imperial County Farm Bureau had a
Cow-Testing Department which was
the largest cow -testing association in
the world with over 4,000 cows. The
tests would show butterfat and milk
production. The goal was to help
dairymen rid their herds of

unprofitable cows.




CELEBRATING OVER 100 YERRS OF SERVICE

Another department that played a
significant role in
history was the Farm Home

Department. The purpose of this
department was to help farm women
meet war emergencies and improve

farm home conditions by learning about
new, relevant technologies and

practices that could be implemented in
the home. The Farm

demonstrator would attend all of the
farm center meetings to give
presentations on subjects like food
conservation, canning, planning home
gardens, kitchen efficiency, and
sanitation.

Over the years, Farm Bureau hosted
many events including its annual
barbecue and Farm Bureau Queen
contest. While the latter is no longer in
existence, it provided joy for many
years for the young women who
participated. One of our Imperial

County Farm Bureau Queens even won
the California Farm Bureau Queen
contest one year! To this day, Farm
Bureau still holds its annual barbecue;
however, a couple things have changed.
Meals are no longer free, nor are they
limited to only members. Instead, the
barbecue has evolved into our biggest
annual fundraiser for our Imperial

Pictures courtesy of Imperial County Farm Bureau
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. County Farm Bureau Scholarship,

taking place every April. While its
purpose has changed, the barbecue still

| provides an opportunity for members

and others to gather, socialize, and
enjoy a good

. meal, just like
in old times.

Farm

Bureauds
main purpose,
both then and
now, has
always been
to protect and
promote the
agricultural
interests in
the Imperial
Valley
through
education,

advocacy, and public relations. For over
a century, the Imperial County Farm
Bureau has advocated on behalf of the

| mperial Valley®s
community. Our focus has been on a
wide variety of issues that affect the
farmers and ranchers in the Imperial
Valley, including water, labor, land use,
food safety, and a cornucopia of other
issues. Our job is to take the needs and
concerns we hear from our members
and find ways to address them,
whether that be by meeting with public
officials, putting on a training, or
creating an awareness campaign. Farm
Bureau is there when

agr

While some of what we do has evolved
since our founding over one hundred
years ago, our goal remains the same:
to help the success and growth of our
countyos

number one i



