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Pest Management Plan Requirements for Solar Projects 

 

The Project Shall: 

 Maintain a Pest Management Plan until reclamation is complete.  

 Develop and implement a Pest Management Plan that will reduce negative impacts to surrounding (not 

necessarily adjacent) farmland. 

 Monitor for all pests including insects, vertebrates, weeds, and pathogens.  Promptly control or eradicate 

pests when found, or when notified by the Agricultural Commissioner’s office that a pest problem is present 

on the project site. The assistance of a licensed pest control advisor is recommended. All treatments must be 

performed by a qualified applicator or a licensed pest control business.  

 “Control” means to reduce the population of common pests below economically damaging levels, and includes 

attempts to exclude pests before infestation, and effective control methods after infestation. Effective control 

methods may include physical/mechanical removal, biocontrol, cultural control, or chemical treatments.  

 Use of “permanent” soil sterilants to control weeds or other pests is prohibited due to the fact that this would 

interfere with reclamation. 

 Notify the Agricultural Commissioner’s office immediately regarding any suspected exotic/invasive pest 

species as defined by the California Department of Food Agriculture (CDFA) and the United States Department 

of Agriculture (USDA). Request a sample be taken by the Agricultural Commissioner’s Office of a suspected 

invasive species. Eradication of exotic pests will be done under the direction of the Agricultural 

Commissioner’s Office and/or CDFA.  

 Obey all pesticide use laws, regulations, and permit conditions. 

 Allow access by Agricultural Commissioner staff for routine visual and trap pest surveys, compliance 

inspections, eradication of exotic pests, and other official duties. 

 Ensure that all project employees that handle pest control issues are appropriately trained and certified, that 

all required records are maintained and available for inspection, and that all permits and other required legal 

documents are current. 

 Maintain records of pests found and treatments or pest management methods used. Records should include 

the date, location/block, project name (current and previous if changed), and methods used. For pesticides 

include the chemical(s) used, EPA Registration numbers, application rates, etc.  A pesticide use report may be 

used for this. 

 Submit a report of monitoring, pest finds, and treatments, or other pest management methods to the 

Agricultural Commissioner quarterly within 15 days after the end of the previous quarter, and upon request. 

The report is required even if no pests were found or treatment occurred. It may consist of a copy of all 

records for the previous quarter, or may be a summary letter/report as long as the original detailed records 

are available upon request. 

Reimbursement 

 The project shall reimburse the Agricultural Commissioner’s office for the actual cost of investigations, 

inspections, or other required non-routine responses to the site that are not funded by other sources. 


