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Dr. Charlie H. Pickett, Senior Environmental Scientist who works in
Insect Biological Control for CDFA visited Imperial County in late
October, 2021. Dr. Pickett is working on a survey to gather data on
local cole crops to look for the presence of all stages of Bagrada Bug
in our county. He needs information for distribution of the Bagrada
Bug in the whole state of California in order to prepare an application
for a permit to release this newly arrived parasitoid throughout
California. This will allow for the mass rearing and release of G.
aetherium into all areas around the state impacted by Bagrada Bug.
Survey efforts also continue in areas of California where G. getherium
has not yet been found, including Imperial County. Further
discoveries of this parasitoid will help justify obtaining the release
permit. The Imperial County Agricultural Commissioner’s Office will
be assisting Dr. Pickett with field and Pest Control Adviser
information, and will get him in contact with our local Imperial Valley
. ~ Conservation Research Center, the UC Cooperative Extension, and
Figure 1 the University of Arizona.

Biological control, a component of Integrated Pest
Management, directly benefits the agricultural industry as
well as the general public and consumers, because it
implements a pest control approach with minimum disruption
of the environment, reducing the use of synthetic pesticides,
improving worker safety, and serving as an environmentally
friendly alternative for the control of noxious pests.
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