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Employer Responsibilities

 California Code of Regulations 
specify safe work practices for 
employees who 

 handle pesticides 

 Work in treated fields 
(fieldworkers, early-entry 
fieldworkers)



What do you need to do?

 Assure decontamination facilities are provided to your 
employees.

 At the beginning of each workday, the facilities have:

 Soap

 Water

 Single-use towels



What do you need to do?

 At least 3 gallons of water per handlers
or early entry workers

 At least 1 gallon of water per 
fieldworker

 One clean change of coveralls available 
for handlers at each decontamination 
site.



Assure that: 

 Water is of a quality and temperature that 
will not cause illness or injury when it 
contacts the skin or eyes, or if it is 
swallowed. 

 Water is stored separately from water used 
for mixing pesticides—unless water-tank 
used for mixing is equipped with 
appropriate valves to prevent backflow of 
pesticides into the water. 



Eye Wash

 If the pesticide product labeling 
requires protective eyewear, assure 
that: 

 At mix/load site, there is immediate 
access to at least one system capable of 
delivering gently running water at a rate of 
at least 0.4 gallons per minute for 15 
minutes or 6 gallons of water in containers 
suitable for providing a gentle eye-flush 
for about 15 minutes. 

 Each handler or early-entry fieldworker 
has one pint of water for emergency eye-
flushing immediately available.* 



Where Do You Need to Provide These 
Facilities? 

Handlers

 Located at the mixing/loading site 
and not more than 1/4 mile (or at 
the nearest point of vehicular 
access) from other handlers. 

 For pilots, the decontamination 
facilities only need to be at the 
mixing/loading site. 

Fieldworkers

 Located not more than 1/4 mile 
from the field-workers (or the 
nearest point of vehicular 
access).

 Not in an area under an REI 
unless fieldworkers are 
performing early-entry activities. 

 Not in an area under treatment. 



When Do You Need to Provide the Facilities? 

 Handlers – for the duration of the handling task
until the end of their exposure period. 

 Fieldworkers – when working at any time in a 
treated field. 

 Early-entry fieldworkers – when working in a 
treated field while any REI is in effect. 



Service Container Labeling
3CCR 6678



3CCR 6000 Definitions: Service Container

“Service container” means any container, other 
than the original labeled container of a registered 
pesticide provided by the registrant, that is utilized 
to hold, store, or transport the pesticide or the use-
dilution of the pesticide.



Title 3, California Code of Regulations, 
section 6678. 

 Measuring vessels and application equipment are not 
considered to be service containers while they are in use.  
HOWEVER, they are and must be labeled as a service 
container if they are used to store or hold pesticides for a 
prolonged period or to transport pesticide down a public 
road to another site.  This interpretation applies to all 
application equipment from backpack sprayers to tractor 
mounted or towed equipment.





Labeling Requirements

 Service container labeling regulation limits what 
can be required on the labeling to three specific 
items: 

 The name and address of the person or firm responsible 
for the container. 

 The identity of the pesticide in the container. 

 The word “DANGER”, “WARNING”, OR “CAUTION” in 
accordance with the label on the original container. 



Prohibited Containers.

 Anything that is not the original registrant’s 
container but holds the pesticide is a service 
container. 3 CCR section 6680 prohibits end users 
from using empty containers that are readily 
identifiable or recognizable as food or beverage 
containers as pesticide service containers
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